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Ms. Gita Sabharwal was appointed as the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Thailand on 15
March 2020.

Ms. Sabharwal has close to three decades of development experience working across multiple
country contexts in Asia. Her work has focused specifically on peacebuilding, governance and social
policy, while generating and applying empirical and big data analysis to deal with emerging
development challenges. Ms. Sabharwal has worked in senior management and strategic leadership
roles with different institutions. Her development experience ranges from working with a grassroots
women’s collective, an international foundation to bilateral and multilateral organisations. Preceding
her appointment to Thailand, Mss. Sabharwal was the Peacebuilding and Development Advisor at
the United Nations in Sri Lanka, for nearly seven years.

Prior to joining the United Nations, Ms. Sabharwal was The Asia Foundation’s Deputy Country
Representative for Maldives and Sri Lanka and has held positions as the Poverty and Policy Advisor
for the United Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID) in India and Vietnam.

Ms. Sabharwal holds a Master’s Degree in Development Management from the University of Wales,
UK and is the author of numerous policy papers on South and South-East Asia. She speaks English
and Hindi.

Office of the UN Resident Coordinator, UN Building, 12t Floor, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkhunprom, Pranakorn, Bangkok 10200
Tel: +66 (0) 2 2882525 Email: rco-th@un.org Website: www.un.or.th
Twitter: @UNThailand Facebook: @thailand.un



Sweta C. Saxena is currently on leave from the IMF to serve as the Chief in the Macroeconomic Policy and
Financing for Development Division at the UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

(UNESCAP) in Bangkok, Thailand. She has led 3 flagship reports at ESCAP: 2019 "Ambitions beyond growth",

2020 "Towards sustainable economies", and 2021 “Towards post-COVID-19 resilient economies.” At the IMF,
she has worked on multilateral surveillance for the G20 countries in the Research Department and on fragile

countries in the African Department.

Her research has focused on policy-relevant macro- financial issues, namely, crises and recoveries, contagion,
and exchange rates. Sweta has published extensively, including in the American Economic Review, Journal of

Economic Literature and the Journal of International Economics.

Prior to joining the IMF, she worked at the Bank for International Settlements in Basel, Switzerland, and as an
Assistant Professor at the University of Pittsburgh. Sweta obtained her PhD in economics from the University

of Washington and a Masters in Economics from the Delhi School of Economics.


https://www.unescap.org/publications/economic-and-social-survey-asia-and-pacific-2019-ambitions-beyond-growth
https://www.unescap.org/publications/economic-and-social-survey-asia-and-pacific-2020
https://www.unescap.org/kp/2021/economic-and-social-survey-asia-and-pacific-2021-towards-post-covid-19-resilient-economies

Dr. Katinka Weinberger is the Chief of Environment and Development Policy Section (EDPS) in UNESCAP.
As Chief of EDPS, she provides leadership in formulating and coordinating ESCAP’s response to the 2030
Agenda and that capacity is responsible for organizing the Asia-Pacific Forum for Sustainable Development
(APFSD), coordinates the development of knowledge products on the 2030 Agenda, and leads capacity building
efforts on implementation of the 2030 agenda at country-level. Before joining EDPS she was the Head of the
Centre for Alleviation of Poverty for Sustainable Agriculture (CAPSA-ESCAP) and before that worked in
different scientist positions within the Consultative Group of International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). A
Socioeconomist by training, her professional interests include the integration of the environmental dimension
into social and economic policies, especially in the context of rural development and food systems. She has
more than twenty years of experience in research for development, has been involved in empirical field research

in Asia, the Pacific and across Africa, and authored more than 80 publications.
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Dr. Atsamon Limsakul has been currently working as Director of Climate Change Group at Environmental
Research and Training Center (ERTC), Department of Environmental Quality Promotion (DEQP). He graduated
doctor degree with the field of Earth and Planetary Science from Nagoya University in 2003. His expert and
research work are mainly on climate variability and change, and their impacts and adaptation. Over last ten
years, he has carried out international and national climate-related research more than 20 projects. He was the
Coordinating Lead Author (CLA) of Working Group I regarding scientific basis of climate change for
Thailand’ s First and Second Assessment Reports on Climate Change which was published in 2011 and 2016.
He was also one of Thailand’ s national negotiators for United Nations Framework on Climate Change
Convention (UNFCCC), following the negotiating issues related to Research and Systematic Observation,
Capacity Building, Global Stocktake and Periodic Review of the Long-Term Global Goals. In addition, he has
involved in the processes of development and formulation of national climate change strategies and plans
especially Paris Agreement implementation. Since 2019, he has published scientific papers in peer-reviewed

journals more than 9 papers.



Currently, Dr. Krislert Samphantharak serves as Executive Director of the Puey
Ungphakorn Institute for Economic Research at Bank of Thailand. Prior to his position,
he was Associate Dean at the School of Global Policy and Strategy at University of
California San Diego (UCSD). His work experiences and interests are in finance,
economic development, and public policy, especially in household and enterprises

behaviors and role together with economic development in Southeast Asia region.

Dr. Samphantharak holds a Ph.D. and M.A. in Economics from University of Chicago. He
previously held visiting positions at the International Monetary Fund, University of

California Los Angeles, University of Tokyo, and Yale-NUS College in Singapore.



Pongvipa Lohsomboon, Ph.D.

Deputy Executive Director,
Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management Organization (Public Organization)
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S ¢ The Government Complex, 9 Floor, Chaengwattana
pongvipa@tg *. 0856608418 Road, Laksi, Bangkok 10210

Pongvipa is the Deputy Executive Director of Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management Organization (TGO),
an autonomous public organization to manage and expedite development and implementation of
greenhouse gas reduction projects and support public, private and international organization partnerships
to promote implementation of climate action.

Pongvipa is an expert in Carbon Market, Circular Economy, Carbon Footprint and Eco-labeling. She has
implemented many projects to promote sustainable development, including Life Cycle Assessment, Cleaner
Technology and the development of Environmental Performance Indicators for various industrial sectors.
She serves as a national expert to the ISO/TC 323 (Circular Economy Standards) and to ISO/TC207/SC3,
SC5 and SC7 committees (ISO 14000 Environmental Management Standards).

Pongvipa holds a Ph.D. in science from Graduate School of Life and Environmental Studies, University of
Tsukuba, Japan and a master degree of Business Administration (MBA) from the Thammasart University,
Thailand.



Dr. Witsanu Attavanich is an associate professor of Economics at
Kasetsart University. He received his B. Sc. in Economics at
Kasetsart University with the first-class honors and awarded gold
medal, M. A. at Thammasat University and Ph.D. at Texas A&M
University. He pursued his postdoctoral training at Rutgers
University and served as a visiting scholar at Harris Manchester

College, University of Oxford.

His research efforts have largely involved policy analysis (mainly in

climate change, agriculture, energy, environment, food security and

development). His research outputs have been published in several
international journals such as Nature Climate Change and Food Policy. He received the 2019 Puey Ungphakorn
Award for the Young Thai Economist who has outstanding academic performance; Outstanding award for
research & innovation from Kasetsart University. His contributed report won the 2016 Abraham Lincoln Honor
Award for Increasing Global Food Security from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. He serves as an associate

editor of Kasetsart Journal of Social Sciences and Associate Deputy Editor of Climatic Change.
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Waraporn Hirunwatsiri

Senior Environmental Specialist
World Bank, East Asia and Pacific

Waraporn Hirunwatsiri is a Senior Environmental Specialist of the Environment and Natural Resources
Unit of the World Bank. Waraporn has more than 25 years of experience in environmental management,

environmental impact assessment and program monitoring at the national and international levels.

Waraporn joined the World Bank as an Environmental Specialist in August 2004. Based in Bangkok, she

has worked and contributed to various projects and reports in Thailand on the environment, climate
change, and carbon finance.

Currently, she is the team leader of the Partnership for Market Readiness (PMR) in Thailand project. In

addition, Waraporn is an environmental safeguard specialist for various investment and community
driven development projects across the East Asia and Pacific region. She has significant regional

experience having worked in Thailand, Malaysia, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam.

Prior to joining the World Bank, Waraporn worked for 15 years with a private firm as an environmental
expert registered with the Thailand Office of Natural Resources and Environmental Policy and Planning.

Waraporn has a Bachelors degree in Biology from the Prince of Songkla University, Thailand and a
Master's degree in Environmental Engineering from the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand


http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/w/waraporn-hirunwatsiri
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/w/waraporn-hirunwatsiri
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/w/waraporn-hirunwatsiri
http://www.worldbank.org/projects/P128965?lang=en
http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/w/waraporn-hirunwatsiri

Yuki Yasui has been working on sustainable finance for the last 18 years. She moved to the UN
Environment Programme’s (UNEP) Asia Pacific Office in 2018 to expand UNEP Finance Initiative
(UNEP FI) activities in the region. Yuki is working with both UNEP FI members and non-members
in the region to raise awareness and uptake of sustainable finance practices such as the UN
Principles for Responsible Banking, the Principles Sustainable Insurance and Task Force on
Climate Related Financial Disclosure (TCFD). Before joining UNEP, Yuki was at PwC and is also

a qualified chartered accountant (ACA).



Kanittha Tambunlertchai is Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Economics,
Chulalongkorn University, in Bangkok, Thailand, where she has been since 2012. She
also serves as guest lecturers at the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) and Thammasat
University; and has worked as consultants for government agencies, as well as for ADB
and UNDP projects. She received her B.A. from Harvard University in 2005 in the field of
Environmental Science, Public Policy, and Economics. She also holds an M.Phil. in
Environmental Policy, and a Ph.D. in Land Economy from the University of Cambridge.
Her interest is in environmental economics and development, especially voluntary

environmental programs, green finance, financial inclusion, and financial literacy.
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Mr.Thammasak Sethaudom
VP -Finance and Investment
& CFO, SCG

Mr.Thammasak Sethaudom, 51, is CFO and Vice President-
Finance and Investment of SCG. With 28 years of experience at
SCG, most of his time was spent in Chemicals Business. Prior to
this, he had been the General Director, Long Son Petrochemicals
Co, Ltd.

After achieving SCG scholarship, his major responsibility was in
business development and planning in SCG Chemicals before
starting the Long Son project. He holds a Bachelor degree in
Electrical Engineering from Chulalongkorn University in 1991,
and received SCG master degree scholarship in Business
Administration from London Business School, United Kingdom
(Distinction)in 1999 and also attended Harvard Business School's
Advanced Management Program in 2019.




